EN 9 ~ Shakespeare







Name:
Shakespeare in the Classroom 
1. Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-_____________ (England) on April 23, _____
2. His first child was a ____________ named __________________, and his twins were 
named __________________ and _____________________.

3. Shakespeare’s name first appeared in print in the year ____________.

4. He died on April _______ in the year _____________.

5. What are two examples of subjects that Shakespeare wrote about that make his work seem contemporary or modern?

______________________________        _________________________

6. Describe Shakespeare’s London:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why was attending plays a common denominator between the different classes?

___________________________________________________________________________

8. Why were performances held in the afternoon? ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

9. Instead of elaborate sets, what did theatres rely upon for scenery? ________________

___________________________________________________________________________

10.  Why were the actors’ costumes so elegant? __________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
11.  Unless you were above the rank of count or countess, which colour was it illegal to wear? _________________________________

12.  How were the theatres in Shakespeare’s time like modern show business?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Why didn’t city officials like the theatres? _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

14. Who were not allowed to appear on stage? _____________________________

15.  What was one of the main components that audiences, as well as critics, wanted to see onstage? ______________________________________________________________
16.  Who was the most popular playwright in Shakespeare’s time? ____________________

17. Who played the women’s parts? _____________________

18. Who was on the throne for Shakespeare’s earlier plays? ________________________
19. Why didn’t this monarch ever marry? ________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

20.  Describe this monarch: __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
